What If | Had a Zillion Dollars?
Ecclesiastes
April 11, 2010

Lessons from Tiger Woods: A Tale

Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty
nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, | may
have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or
I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my
God. Proverbs 30:8-9

The of the Tiger:
The Fantasy of What We Will Make Us
| denied myself nothing my eyes desired; | refused my heart no
pleasure. Ecclesiastes 2:10
* Pleasure and Are Not
Always the Same
| said to myself, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure
to find out what is good." But that also proved to be
meaningless. "Laughter," | said, "is madness. And what
does pleasure accomplish?" | tried cheering myself with
wine, and embracing folly—my mind still guiding me with
wisdom. | wanted to see what was good for people to do
under the heavens during the few days of their lives.
Ecclesiastes 2:1-3

* Position and Are Not
Always the Same

Yet when | surveyed all that my hands had done and
what | had toiled to achieve, everything was
meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was

gained under the sun. Ecclesiastes 2:11

* Possession and Are Not
Always the Same

| have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs
heavily on the human race: God gives some people
wealth, possessions and honor, so that they lack nothing
their hearts desire, but God does not grant the ability to
enjoy them, and strangers enjoy them instead. This is

meaningless, a grievous evil. Ecclesiastes 6:1-2

The of the Tiger: The Part Plays...
I am not saying this because | am in need, for | have learned to
be content whatever the circumstances. | know what it is to be
in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do all

this through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:11-13

* Contentmentis a Behaviour
Then | applied myself to the understanding of wisdom,
and also of madness and folly, but | learned that this, too,
is a chasing after the wind. Ecclesiastes 1:17

* Contentmentis a to be Discovered
Whoever loves money never has money enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.
This too is meaningless. Ecclesiastes 5:10

Then | realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat
and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor
under the sun during the few days of life God has given
him—for this is his lot. Ecclesiastes 5:18

* Contentmentis a from God
Moreover, when God gives people wealth and
possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their
lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God.
Ecclesiastes 5:19
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